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I would like to take this opportunity to extend my best wishes to members of the Canadian 
Ethiopian community on the occasion of the Ethiopian New Year, known as ‘Enkutatash’. 
 
‘Enkutatash’ occurs on ‘Meskerem 1st’ in the Ethiopian Calendar or September 11th of the 
Gregorian Calendar.  ‘Meskerem’ is known as a month of transition from the old year to the 
new and is a time to express hopes and dreams for the future.   
 
The New Year is traditionally the end of the season of heavy rains when the sun appears 
again to create a clear, fresh environment.  ‘Enkutatash’, which means “the gift of jewels”, 
has been celebrated since the time of the Queen of Sheba.  Folklore records that, upon her 
return from visiting King Solomon in Jerusalem, courtiers welcomed the Queen by 
replenishing her treasury with “enku” or jewels.   
 
In modern times, ‘Enkutatash’ is marked by religious observances, eating special foods, 
singing and family gatherings.  Girls go from house to house singing New Year songs for 
money and the boys sell pictures that they have drawn.  Meanwhile, the adults discuss their 
hopes for the coming year. 
 
In 2012, Ethiopian New Year will be a bittersweet occasion as Ethiopians and members of 
the international Ethiopian Diaspora mourn the recent death of the late Prime Minister 
Meles Zenawi. 
  
As a Member of Parliament, for many years I have worked closely with the Ethiopian 
Diaspora in Canada on issues important to the community.  I have traveled to Ethiopia and 
was impressed by the people and the country. 
 
Canada is a proud multicultural nation that embraces a wide variety of cultures and 
heritages.  Canadians of Brazilian heritage help to foster this identity and strengthen the 
fabric of our society.  Members of the Ethiopian Diaspora in Canada have made, and 
continue to make, significant contributions in a number of areas including business, 
medicine care and the arts.  Many are also involved in ventures to help strengthen 
infrastructure, the economy, health care and governance in the Horn of Africa. 
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