
 

In The Name of Allah, The Compassionate and The Merciful 
“We belong to Allah and to Him we shall return” 
Chapter 2: AL-BAQARA (THE COW) - Juz' 2 - (156) 

 
 
          London, Date: 26/04/2011 

 
 
With a great grief, we heard the demise of the Afar Sultan the Great His Majesty Sultan 
Ali Mirah Hanafre.  Sultan was born on 1922, in Forse area of Aysaita. In 1944, Sultan 
Ali Mirah acceded to the Throne of Awsa, succeeding his uncle Sultan Mohamed Yayo, 
and he had been on the throne for 67 years.  The late Amoyta was a man of justice, a 
man of principle, a man of peace and a man of diplomacy. Indeed, he was a great 
Sultan of Afar Nation, a spiritual leader of the Horn of African Muslim Nations and 
Nationalities and Historical Father of the Peoples of Ethiopian.    
 
Sultan had devoted all his life working in the way of serving his People, by advocating 
and defending their rights, culture, traditions, history and identity both at National, 
Regional and International levels. He made Afar people very well known globally, more 
than any Afar Sultans. Sultan was a principal architecture of “Afar Regional National 
State” and founder of Afar Radio Programmes, which are still broadcasting from Egypt 
and Ethiopia. He has always been a symbol of Afar tradition, culture and Afar-Islamic 
civilizations.   
 
He was the first Afar Sultan who gave attention to “Economic and Social 
Development” of Afar society. Because of his commitment “Awsa Sultanate” became 
the Second Permanent Place in the Afar Triangle after Djibouti, where Afars come from 
different places to seek employment and settlement in Awsa. Education and Agriculture 
and accessible Road facilities were found his time. 
   
In terms of political and historical aspect, Sultan’s demise is an irreparable loss for the 
Afar people as well as the entire nations, nationalities and peoples of Ethiopia, as he 
has been regarded as a Great Father of the whole country. Meanwhile, the Sultan’s 
sagacious leadership was a fountain of inspiration for the Ethiopian traditional heritage 
and civilization.  
 
At this painful time, we convey our sincere condolence, sympathy and compassion on 
this sad event to his immediate family and the Afar people in the Afar Triangle. 
 
 
May his soul rest in eternal peace! 
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