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HIGHLIGHTSHIGHLIGHTSHIGHLIGHTSHIGHLIGHTS    : News and success stories following the conclusion of the 

Tigray  Development Association in North America Annual  Conference - 2010. 

                                   

                                            

AAAAUUUUGGGGUUUUSSSSTTTT    33330000,,,,    2222000011110000;;;;WWWWAAAASSSSHHHHIIIINNNNGGGGTTTTOOOONNNN    DDDDCCCC....---- Following the successful conclusion of the Annual 

Conference of TDANA in Las Vegas, NV, a series of public meetings and other business engagements   

were conducted in other major cities of the USA. The meetings discussed on  various social and 

economic developments of Ethiopia in general, major accomplishments of TDA International and the 

question on quality of education in Tigray in particular.  The meetings were presided over by 

Ambassador Tewolde Gebru and the spirit of development created in all of the meetings was healthy 

and constructive.                   

 A series of group and public meetings organized by TDANA Chapters were held from August 5, 2010 

through August  24,2010. In each of these meetings, Ambassador Tewolde Gebru, delivered speeches 

and stated that Ethiopia is developing at a faster rate: education and health expanding, construction 

industry booming, all means of other major transportation and communication progressing, and other 

social and economic sectors also growing. He told participants that our country was on the verge of take 

off and poverty would be a history of the past. He called upon all Ethiopians to come home and catch 

the new opportunities and make fortunes.   

Ambassador Tewolde Gebru, in his account of TDA's accomplishments, gave all details of how the 

campaign from das to class succeeded in and outside of Ethiopia. Supported by demonstration of DVD 

films, he displayed schools constructed with the support of Tigreans  in North America.  He used this 
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opportunity to convey his appreciation and recognition to all TDA members and supporters for their 

zealous support and effort to make it happen.  

In a bid to improve the quality of education in Tigray, he reiterated that as many as dozens of high 

schools needed science lab-equipments, computers and reference books; and, as many as hundreds of 

primary schools needed to be furnished with blackboards, chairs, desks, latrine facilities and tap water 

supply services.  He, at last, called upon all Tigreans in North America to tighten their belts and help 

counter these problems as usual.  He noted that most of the needs, be it material or financial, could be 

drawn on from resources abundant in the USA. He urged that TDANA members and supporters should 

make use of other avenues to resource mobilization. TDANA with its good name, as an NGO, should 

have started knocking at the doors of non-for-profit organizations and other similar foundations for aid.    

The discussions in all meetings were constructive and participatory.  The participants in every meeting 

stressed on the need that TDANA should be reinvigorated so as to be able to further enhance its 

mission. Suggestions were forwarded that TDANA should broaden its mass base through campaigns of 

membership drive.  In connection to other activities of TDANA Chapters, Los Angeles, CA and Denver, 

CO, pledged to complete their projects. The primary school built in Degua Tembien by Los Angeles 

Chapter, it was reported, would soon be opened to students by the coming month of October, 2010. 

The Chapter pledged it would take up another project as soon as the completion of the primary school is 

assured.  In Washington DC, participants of the meeting had a fruitful discussion and pledged to build a 

high school science-laboratory costing $75,000.00; and, in Boston, MA, the attendees of the meeting 

expressed their willingness to take one of the projects of TDA right away after Thanks Giving Day in 

November 2010. TDANA Chapter Boston are currently working to provide tap water supplies and latrine 

facilities for the primary school they had already built in Woreda Tselemti.  

Two weeks after the conclusion of the annual conference, on August 21, 2010, TDANA Board members 

held a teleconference with the purpose to evaluate the performance of the conference, to discuss on 

membership drive, the responsibilities of Board Committees and   how to keep up the momentum of the 

positive spirit created during the conference. In this three our long discussion, Ambassador Tewolde 

Gebru discharged his wise leadership by sharing his wide experiences to TDANA Board and Chapters' 

leadership members.  

During his extended stay of two weeks, Ambassador Tewolde Gebru held other business engagements 

with various non-for-profit foundations in the USA.  Project Cure, Kamal Foundation and Project Hope 

were among those he had fruitful talks with. From the talks held with Project Cure and Project Hope on 

August 18, 2010 and August 24, 2010, respectively, they both showed their willingness to work in close 

cooperation with TDA International. Upon further bilateral work relationships with TDA International, 

Project Cure and Project Hope promised to support hospitals in Tigray with much sought medical 

equipments and medicine. Recently, upon the request of TDANA Chapter Nashville, TN, Mr. Raymond 

White, a representative of Project Cure met with TDA International Officials in Addis Ababa and visited 

Axum Hospital in Tigray. He had a preliminary assessment of the hospital and confirmed the eligibility of 

the hospital for aid. On August 12, 2010, facilitated by TDANA Chapter Washington, DC, talks held 

between Ambassador Tewolde Gebru and Kamal Foundation Inc. were also fruitful.  Mr. Commy 
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Jahanbein, Director of Kamal Foundation, agreed to work in collaboration with TDA International. He 

noted his foundation builds primary schools in partnership with communities/NGOs in third world 

countries and assured Tigray would be one of the beneficiaries. He promised to meet TDA International 

officials in Addis Ababa and further discuss on the details of this issue. 

In conclusion, the outcome of the meetings was fruitful. The participation of members and supporters 

was encouraging. The spirit created during the meetings  was positive. The efforts made to deal with 

NGOs by some of our TDANA Chapters is commending.  Members and supporters of TDANA should keep 

up the momentum and strive forward. 

 

 

_____________________ 

Follow up news reportage 

By TDANA .                                                                                                                                                                                                                

  

 


